n8            The Genesis of the War

ports sub-committees were all the time continuously at
work.

I am not sure that the compilation of the War Book
was not the most important step of all. Into the War
Book, which was started in 1910, was incorporated all the
predetermined action, decided upon as the result of the
innumerable inquiries, in the contingency of war. It
was constantly supplemented and kept up to date, and
had by 1914 reached a remarkably high standard of com-
pleteness. Indeed, by then the draft Orders in Council
accompanied the King wherever he went in time of pro-
found peace, as well as being kept set up in type in the
printer's office, so that on a sudden outbreak of war they
could be circulated and put into operation at a moment's
notice.

When in 1914 the "Precautionary Period" was
declared to have arrived, the carefully concerted and de-
tailed arrangements of the War Book were set at work
by all the departments and the authorities, central and
local, concerned, without hitch, without friction, and
without delay.